
 

 Motto :- Usque ad finem (To the very end) 

SPRINGETT, ERIC TURNER 

 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Sergeant (Wireless .Operator./Air Gunner.) 

Age: 20 

Date of Death: 28/09/1943 

Service No: 1336371  

Regiment: Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

serving on assignment with 428 (R.C.A.F.) Squadron - The Ghost Squadron 

Its Badge, in a shroud, a death's head. The badge refers to the Squadron "Ghost" designation earned through 

many hours of night bombing operations, and also the death and destruction which it carried to the enemy. 



428 Squadron was based at Middleton St. George in Durham  from the 4th June 1943. The squadron had just 

acquired the new Halifax mark 5 aircraft on the 26 September 1943. As a new aircraft, it was contracted to 428 

Squadron RCAF. The 428th was a Heavy bomber squadron whose primary tasks involved Bombing and 

Minelaying operations 

 

Eric had only recently been home to Rowhedge on leave on completion of his training when he was assigned to 

428 Squadron. It is believed that it was only his second sortie, when their Halifax , serial number EB215, was 

hit by enemy flak over Holland on a raid on Hanover. They had left Middleton Saint George at 1917 hours.  The 

plane crashed at Oosterhof (Gelderland) a hamlet 1 kilometre NE of Vaasen at 0017 hours. Although they 

managed to bail out, the plane blew up in the air and he was killed by the blast. All the crew were killed only 

Sergeant D. A. J. Griffin survived, he was taken as a prisoner of war. Post war he visited Eric's parents. 

The full crew was as follows :- 

Sgt  J. E. Farmer, Sgt J. W. Satchell, Sgt D. A. J. Griffin, Sgt T. J. Wilson, Sgt E. T. Springett, Sgt A. Stuart & 

Sgt W. E. Mussen.   None of the crew were Canadian. 

He was the son of Turner William and Esther Alice Springett, of Rowhedge, Essex. His photograph is taken in 

his grand parents garden in Rectory Road, Rowhedge. Before the war he worked at Bloomfield's Furniture shop 

on the corner of Osborne St, it was destroyed in the air raid on St. Botolph's Corner. 

 

Air Crew Europe Medal    1939-45 War Medal     Defence Medal 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Grave 695. 

Cemetery: EPE (VAASSEN) GENERAL CEMETERY 

Vaassen is a village 7 kilometres north of Apeldoorn on the main road to Zwolle. The cemetery is on the 

southern outskirts of the village, on the eastern side of the main Apeldoorn road. The graves are near the eastern 

boundary. No. of Identified Casualties: 12 

OTHER MEMORIALS 



 

There is a Squadron Memorial to 419, 420 & 428 Squadrons at Middleton St. George 

Three thousand miles across a hunted ocean they came, wearing on the shoulder of their tunics the treasured 

name, "Canada," telling the world their origin. Young men and women they were, some still in their teens, 

fashioned by their Maker to love, not to kill, but proud and earnest in their mission to stand, and if it had to be, 

to die, for their country and for freedom. One day, when the history of the twentieth century is finally written, it 

will be recorded that when human society stood at the crossroads and civilization itself was under siege, the 

Royal Canadian Air Force was there to fill the breach and help give humanity the victory. And all those who 

had a part in it will have left to posterity a legacy of honour, of courage, and of valour that time can never 

despoil.  

-from a speech by Father J.P. Lardie, Chaplain 419, 428 Squadron at the dedication of the RCAF Memorial at 

Middleton St. George, 15 June, 1985 

Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

 

York Minster has a  Memorial Clock dedicated to those, who flew from the airfields in the North East & were 

killed. Eric's name is included in the Book of Remembrance, which is beside the clock. 



 

The page in the Memorial Book. 
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